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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must Concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrow provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 





threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and 


in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





Paper Prosperity Or Real Security 

In our issue of Dec. 15, we reported that, although the business 
bells were ringing paeons to the prospects of increasing prosperity through 
“the Soaring Sixties,” the most reliable economic sources were offering 
words of caution, even for the immediate future. We reported that some 
reduction in military spending was already being felt, though largely un- 
noticed, that large corporations were milking too high a proportion of 
profit out of the economy at the top, that there was an over-expansion of 
private debt and credits — all adding up to some depressive elements ahead. 





We did not expect this forecast to 
be fulfilled so soon. The result has 
been heavy mail with many letters 
asking, “How did you know the 
stock market would go down al- 
most immediately?” and “Please 
tell us what investments we should 
hold or sell.” These requests we are 
not equipped to answer — and we 
would be afraid to do so if we were 
qualified! For our reporting on eco- 
nomic trends is simply a by-product 
of our efforts to keep close watch 
over the moral and spiritual devel- 
opments of our national life. Invari- 
ably, of course, such developments 
involve economics, for so many of 
the thoughts and deeds of men are 
motivated by economic need or de- 
sires. (We do confess our pleasure 
when we receive a letter from a 
businessman like this —— and many 
others in similar vein—: “Your 
brief paragraphs on economic trends 
get down to the heart of things 
quickly and thoroughly . . . I con- 
sider this to be the best insight we 
receive, although we spend consid- 
erable for business and financial 
reports.”’) 


The market values of stocks, of 
course, are based on_ industrial 
earnings and no one wants to ad- 
mit how much the American econ- 
omy depends on defense spending. 
There are two ways in which de- 
fense spending is now affecting our 
pocketbooks and savings: First, al- 
though there has been no change 
in the $40 billion defense budget. 
there has been a considerable de- 
crease in what $40 billion will buy. 
The defense budget has remained 
the same, but many defense con- 
tracts have been pared, as the Eis- 
enhower Administration has sought 
to hold the line against inflation. 
The same money spent today rough- 
ly buys 10 per cent less in missiles. 





planes, submarines and aircarriers 
than three years ago. That means a 
10 per cent cut in the hiring of la- 
bor and purchasing of supplies. As 
the inflation continues, this reaction 
will be intensified. The military, 
whose promotions and careers are 
involved, and the industries whose 
profits are involved in defense 
spending, are trying to re-kindle 
war fears wherever they can. But 
we believe that Russia’s determina- 
tion to direct more of her resources 
away from war and towards cco- 
nomic growth will continue to re- 
duce international tensions — and 
U. S. defense expenditures. 

The defense labor picture has 
changed drastically. Several years 
ago we forecast that the day of 
“Rosie the riveter’” would pass. Few 
women are now lured from the 
kitchen, few farmers from. their 
plows, to earn big money making 
bombing planes — after four weeks 
of training. As missile orders re- 
place plane contracts, defense wages 
go increasingly to highly skilled 
technicians and engineers rather 
than to the average worker. So the 
dollar values in employment asso- 
ciated with defense spending have 
noticeably decreased. 

“Emotional buying” has lost 
much of its steam. After World 
War II. merchandising in this coun- 
try reached new heights of zany 
selling techniques. The advertising 
profession devised ways of making 
people feel they weren't “good 
Americans” if they didn’t use cer- 
tain products — from kitchen sinks, 
station wagons to filter cigarettes. 
Many of these selling methods are 
fraudulent in the extreme. Packag- 
ing has been developed both to mis- 
lead and to create an emotional 


urge to buy, regardless of need or 
(continued second col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Forecast 


OODWILL WINS. On three strategic fronts, goodwill and patience are 
proving more powerful than atom bombs — 


IN CUBA: President Eisenhower has used restraint in dealing 
with Fidel Castro while expressing compassion for the plight of the Cuban 
people .... rather than following the harsh demands of the hotheads who 
urge intervention. By so doing, respect and trust in the U. S. has risen 
throughout Latin America, while Castro’s own rash behavior is bringing 
upon him the disfavor of most Latin American leaders. Pres. Betancourt 
of Venezuela, Pres. Mateos of Mexico, Ex-Pres. Figueres of Costa Rica 
and others openly express disapproval of Castro’s behavior and his Com- 
munist fraternizing. As a result, Castro’s bombast is subsiding. If President 
Eisenhower had threatened Cuba with reprisals or intervention, reactions 
on all sides would have been the opposite. 


ON THE INDIA-CHINA BORDER: Nehru’s insistence that India 
and Red China must be good neighbors and that, in this spirit, Red China 
must withdraw her forces, which have invaded India’s border, before 
negotiations begin over their common frontier, has put pressure on Peking 
from all over Asia. Nehru’s refusal to abandon neutrality and his insistence 
that the Communist powers must also respect neutrality, as he has per- 
suaded the West to do, has greatly heightened India’s prestige in Asia and 
Africa at the cost of Red China’s influence. Most of the American press 
will not recognize it but Nehru’s diplomacy has presented a remarkable 
example of maturity, poise and the employment of moral force against 
aggression. There are reports that Khrushchev’s bragging and threatening 
remarks about the U. S. while he was in India recently, in contrast to 
Nehru’s friendliness to all, did great harm to Communist prestige. (It must 
be remembered that U. S. officials made threatening remarks about what 
our atomic might could do to Russia and the Communists for years before 
the Soviet could do more than cower under their admitted atomic weapon 
inferiority. What can we expect now of the average political or military 
brass Of any race when the position is equalized or reversed?) 


IN THE MIDEAST: Most of the American press has long re- 
garded Premier Kassem of Iraq as “a Communist” and Iraq as lost to the 
Red bloc (as they once regarded Nasser of Egypt), since Kassem insisted 
on neutrality and curbed British and U. S. oil exploitation in Iraq. When 
countries like India, Egypt and Iraq decide that they'd rather take their 
chances as neutrals, than to become atomic armed outposts of the U. S. 
defense system, much of our press and many of our politicians, with little 
insight and some arrogance, promptly brand such neutrals as ““Commu- 
nists.’ Reports are finally appearing in U. S. news channels that Kassem 
has been drastically curbing Communist activities in Iraq lately, by grant- 
ing a license for political activity only to the Daoud Sayegh Marxists 
whom Moscow denounces as “gangsters” and “saboteurs” of true Marxism! 


POLITICS AND WAR FEVER 


URING past months this Newsletter has expressed concern over elec- 
tion year political tactics which might stimulate war tensions at a 

time when East-West relations are already strained by a fantastically dan- 
gerous arms race. Since many politicians have acquired the habit of using 
fear and prejudice to promote political advancement, the election year 
might see a real crisis brought on, unnecessarily and without justification. 
WE REGRET TO NOTE that our concern is being borne out in 

the increasing tendency of some Democratic party hopefuls to seize, as a 
political issue, the theme that the Eisenhower Administration has neglected 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








X-Ray and Forecast 
the nation’s defenses. These utterances might soon blow away like other 
displays of political fireworks were it not that powerful military extremists, 
with strong support from the war industries, are quick to augment these 
politically motivated charges with further alarming statements and a whole 
array of war-breeding propaganda. 


(continued) 


WHAT ARE THE FACTS? As we have previously reported, any 
unprejudiced examination of the evidence reveals that the U. S. and Russia 
are about equally armed for international suicide, each with some advan- 
tage over the other. In the course of weapons development, the Soviet has 
perhaps a few more long-range missiles, the U. S. more long-range bomb- 
ers. The Soviet possesses more submarines that could launch atomic mis- 
siles, the U. S. many aircarriers which could do the same, while the Soviet 
has no aircarriers. But it all adds up to the fact that each nation could total- 
ly destroy the other in a few days. 


A REAL CASE COULD BE MADE against the GOP Administra- 
tion for neglecting scientific advancement, space exploration and rocketry. 
But this is only of secondary military importance, for all evidence indi- 
cates that the Russians’ extraordinary achievements in space are being 
pushed for purely scientific reasons and for the propaganda advantages the 
Kremlin can gain through replacing the U. S. in world scientific leadership. 


SOMETHING FRAUDULENT, moreover, surrounds all the 
alarms that the U. S. is exposed to the likelihood of a Soviet attack just be- 
cause the Russians have more atomic missiles. For the defense chiefs on 
both sides frequently concede that atomic war will bring international sui- 
cide. No matter who should be able to strike the first devastating blow with 
the most atomic power, all concede that in 30 days the destruction both 
ways would be almost total. So in all common sense, what difference do a 
few extra missiles signify on either side? As we pointed out in our last 
issue, not one scrap of evidence of any kind has been produced to indicate 
that Russia plans to attack us or our allies. And no such effort can be staged 
without immense preparation, All evidence indicates that the Russians in- 
tend to gain domination of the world by infiltration and subversion in areas 
where there are unstable regimes, impoverished and desperate people. In 
addition, they are fortifying themselves for this achievement by planning to 
seize leadership from us on the economic front as they have on the scien- 
tific-space front. 


THE TRAGEDY OF THE HOUR is that the U. S. could easily 
pull all the neutral peoples away from the Communists’ reach through our 
great wealth and general technical leadership. We are letting the Soviet 
space achievements eclipse this tremendously important fact in the eyes of 
the world. And most important of all — new tensions and discord are known 
to be growing inside Russia and inside the Kremlin. The American people 
deserve something better than another bath of fear and hysteria. It is ironic 
indeed that the extremists should use this hour to stir new fears, an hour 
that would normally stir new confidence in the cause of freedom. 

TROUBLE INSIDE RUSSIA — DOWN ON THE FARM 

FTER the starvation years of the revolution, and again during World 
A War II, food has become a sensitive point with the Russian people. 
They are eating better at last and woe to any who might be responsible for 
taking this slight gain from them. So experts on Soviet affairs are watching 
with special interest the reports indicating that 1959 was a poor year for 
food and agricultural production, far below the previously published offi- 
cial estimates for 1959, and considerably less than the harvests of the pre- 
vious year. (Wash. Post, Dec. 30; N. Y. Times, Jan. 10.) 


MISMANAGEMENT IN AGRICULTURE is evident and charges 
of such blundering are being hurled about within the Kremlin as the top 
bosses seek alibis and scapegoats. The drought in many areas last year had 
something to do with it, but Soviet publications have reported that millions 
of acres were left unharvested because of failure in the maintenance of 
farm implements, listing these among other “crimes of mismanagement.” 
(American visitors in the Soviet last summer and autumn were rarely per- 
mitted to visit the collective farms — not even the usual show places. Or- 
dinarily such excursions are a featured part of the tourists’ experience. Ru- 
mors were rife then that there was trouble of a serious nature in Soviet 
agriculture.) The Russians have prided themselves especially on the few 
gains in meat production, hence meat is a particularly critical issue. In 
1958 some slight increase in meat production was loudly publicized. but 
then the total meat produced was less than half that of the U. S.. with the 
Soviet population 12 per cent above ours. Most important of all, Soviet sta- 
tistics admit that the state collectives account for only about 45 per cent of 
the total meat production, the rest coming from the one and two acre plots 
which the peasants are permitted to operate privately. This fact continuous- 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Paper Prosperity or Real Security 


value. With the exposure of the quiz 
shows and payola rackets, the pub- 
lic has had a glimpse of woolly 
sheep being taken for a trimming as 
a routine procedure of business. 


Emotional selling continues but 
buyer resistance has been increas- 
ing, a reaction which has dove-tailed 
with the over-extension of credit 
and time-payment buying. Last 
year, installment debt expanded past 
the $500 billion mark, a gain of 
more than 15 per cent in one year, 
with the national installment debt 
doubling in five years. This part of 
the boom —extending far beyond 
normal market growth from the 
population increase — has become 
a tightly extended balloon that can’t 
stand much more pressure. The 
banks have joined in the merry 
racket, of getting people to spend 
more than they can afford on things 
they don’t need, by the new check- 
ing account credit system whereby, 
in reality, a bank covers one’s over- 
drafts up to a certain amount each 
year, charging 12 per cent interest 
for the service. But this 12 per cent 
interest charge represents about 
what the average family could save 
if they were careful. Therefore bank 
profits have increased as personal 
savings have decreased and millions 
of families entered 1960 so eco- 
nomically pinched they had to re- 
duce their expenditures. 


The dogged work of the Kefauv- 
cr Senate Subcommittee, investigat- 
ing monopoly pricing and profits, 
continues to render the public a 
great service in exposing the unfair 
profiteering of the great corpora- 
tions which produce the nation’s 
basic needs in steel, autos, chemi- 
cals, drugs and food. These expos- 
ures have dampened the profit- 
squeezing ardor of business manage- 
ment to some degree, and the stock 
market in turn now reflects the pros- 
pects that giant corporations will not 
be turning in such exorbitant earn- 
ings in the future, profits siphoned 
off at the expense of the small busi- 
nessmen, who distribute the prod- 
ucts, and of the consuming public. 


Thus part of the zing has gone 
out of the boom. Some people who 
thought they had gotten rich in the 
steep climb of corporation invest- 
ments have been frightened as their 
investments were deflated. There 
has been some tendency to panic 
when the market dropped a few bil- 
lions in paper value in one day. 


But the economists who are not 
pessimistic about the future are 
those with a spiritual dedica- 
tion that never permitted them to 
endorse the current business philos- 
ophy of getting all you can while the 
getting is good, no matter who is 
hurt. They believe that many stocks 
are back a little nearer their real 
worth and that the public buying is 


(continued) 


a little more cautious, all of which 
may force more integrity into sell- 
ing and promotion techniques. 


DRUG PRICES: One way all can 
save money, get better values and 
strengthen our economy by curbing 
excessive profiteering is to request 
that the doctor prescribe drugs by 
their generic names, or by the com- 
mon chemical designation recog- 
nized by the Federal Food and 
Drug Administration, the U. S. 
Pharmacopoeia, and by all trained 
and qualified pharmacists and drug- 
gists. Such designations should re- 
place the brand names ballyhooed 
by the drug corporations at great ex- 
pense to the consumer. 


Senate Committee hearings es- 
tablished that the quality of all drugs 
is now standardized by law but that 
the drug manufacturers spend mil- 
lions “educating doctors” to pre- 
scribe drugs by the drug companies’ 
brand names in order to increase 
the sale of the corporation’s partic- 
ular product. The average prescrip- 
tion, requiring a certain drug, usual- 
ly costs twice as much if a brand 
name is specified, rather than the 
regular standard product known to 
all the drug trade. Consumer 
groups, pharmacists and medical 
faculties have all been advocating 
the use of generic names in pre- 
scriptions, yet physicians continue 
to ask for brand names, largely be- 
cause the drug manufacturers have 
been pounding them with the brand 
name, so it becomes easier to re- 
member the brand name than to 
write down the Latin or Greek 
generic term. If your doctor says 
he uses the brand because of the re- 
liability of the product, then there 
is something wrong—for any 
pharmacist will tell you that the re- 
liability of all drug products is now 
enforced by law and that brand 
names vary as much in strength and 
get as stale on the shelf as do the 
straight commercial drug products. 
Drug manufacturers admitted to the 
Senate hearing that much of the 
high cost of drugs used daily by the 
sick is caused by the excessive 
amounts spent in publicizing a 
brand name in medical circles. 
Along with the samples that are 
sent to doctors go teams of “spe- 
cialists” who call on all doctors 
every few months, at enormous ex- 
pense, to press upon them the con- 
venience, the attractive packaging, 
etc., etc.. of a particular brand. 


The claim of the drug corpora- 
tions that their brand-name profits 
support research is grossly exagger- 
ated. In 1957, some 68 per cent of 
the $400 million spent on medical 
research came from Government 
funds, philanthropic agencies. uni- 
versities, etc., and 32 per cent from 
industry. (See Ethical Drugs and 
Medical Ethics in the Nation, 
Dec. 26.) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 


ly undermines the whole collective philosophy and witnesses to the slow- 
down strike which the peasants continue to inflict on the Kremlin’s agricul- 
ture policy. 


THE REDS IN EAST GERMANY are combating an even more 
serious agricultural situation. Farmers in Communist East Germany are re- 
ported to be engaged in an arson and sabotage campaign of alarming pro- 
portions in their fight against the collectivization of their land. These con- 
ditions were admitted openly in a speech by a party leader in Berlin De- 
cember 29. The farmers were accused of poisoning cattle, setting fire to 
property, wrecking equipment and physically assaulting Communist col- 
lective farm organizers. This is the first official admission that the Commu- 
nist farm program is in trouble in East Germany. About 49 per cent of the 
farm lands in that area are state owned and operated as collectives. 


SO IN RUSSIA — AND BEYOND — the Communist party lead- 
ership is in serious trouble, for, after many years of hunger, food becomes 
a political issue. Many party careers are in jeopardy, thus threatening new 
and larger cracks in the Kremlin wall. Khrushchev’s boastful proclamations 
when he seized power from Malenkov, that the Soviet would overtake the 
U. S. in meat production by 1960, have created factions lurking in the 
party and ready to spring at Khrushchev for his failures. Edward Crank- 
shaw, British authority on Russia, writes in the London Obeserver that the 
fall of A. I. Kirichenko from the top rung of party leadership is a result of 
moves against Khrushchev within the party, for Kirichenko is a protege of 
Khrushchev and a leading cog in the Premier's party machine. 


(continued) 


SOVIET YOUTH REBELS 


EADING observers of the Russian scene have long been convinced 
L that the craze for Western jazz and ultra-modern music among all So- 
viet youth represents in reality a widespread resentment of and resistance 
to the party’s total control over the lives of the people. (The Communist 
party has branded progressive jazz, ultra-modern music and rock ’n roll as 
symbols of “capitalist decadence” and “bourgeois corruption.”) The aver- 
age adult, caught in an economic vise in which resistance means loss of a 
job, continues his drab existence with little chance to express his deeply 
felt resentments and despair. But the young, not yet caught in the grip of 
economic necessity and surging with the natural rebellion which all imag- 
inative youth feel for the traditions of the older generation, are far more 
prone to take chances and to defy the party. This presents a most serious 
problem to the Kremlin, for these young people are the ones the Soviet 
must depend upon for leadership and skill to run the complex industrial 
Soviet society in the future. These student resistance movements usually 
directly involve only a rather small minority, but they are the most able 
and imaginative youth. 


EVIDENCE OF THE KREMLIN’S DISTRESS in this area is 
found in news of the party’s effort to suppress what is reported to be “one 
of the largest Soviet black markets of recent years, specializing in jazz mu- 
sic, dance tunes and rock ’n roll.” The youthful ringleaders have operated an 
underground recording industry on a nationwide scale, serving “a large 
and enthusiastic clientele,” according to the N. Y. Times observers in Mos- 
cow (Jan. 12). The recordings were made on discs fashioned from exposed 
X-Ray film and sold through distributors who serve youthful groups that 
gather in dance halls and youth clubs. Most disturbing of all to the Krem- 
lin is that leaders in the Young Communist League and Komsomol (“the 


party’s pride”) were among the most active promoters and salesmen. (Your 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 


Birth Control Council 


A National Advisory Committee 
on Birth Control composed of Prot- 
estant clergymen has been formed 
under the auspices of the Planned 
Parenthood Assn. of America. The 
Committee is headed by Bishop 
James A. Pike, Protestant Episcopal 
leader. Thirty pastors and rabbis 
constitute the committee which will 
work to secure the cooperation of 
doctors and hospitals counseling 
birth control and in establishing 
more effective maternal health serv- 
ices throughout the U. S. Where 
state laws prohibit giving infor- 
mation on_ conthaceptives, the 
Committee will work to change 
the laws. 

The chairman, Bishop Pike, 
spoke hopefully of cooperation 
with Catholics. “The only differ- 
ence between Catholics and other 
religious groups about the need for, 
and the value of family planning is 
on the expression of methods... 
The prospects of finding methods 
acceptable to the Catholic Church 
are most hopeful.” 

While rather heated controversies 
over planned parenthood have aris- 
en between Protestant and Catholic 
leaders, many health directors and 
medical authorities are convinced 
that a change of policy is shaping 
up in Vatican circles. Cooperation 
on planned parenthood is anticipat- 
ed providing the Catholic insistence 
on “natural” methods or the 
“rhythm” system is respected, for 
even this approach will restrain pop- 
ulation growth. The Catholic spokes- 
man on the expanded repeat TV 
program “Population Explosion” 
most effectively predicted that sci- 
entific study of the fertility cycles 
would undoubtedly provide much 
new and more dependable informa- 
tion on the “natural” control of 
populations. 


Dogma & Populations 
The birth control controversy be- 
tween the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy and population experts, like 
many theological storms in the past, 
will fade as human progress con- 
tinues. The controversy already has 
little interest in crowded India where 
planned parenthood has been adopt- 
ed as a matter of national policy 
in the past few months. The direc- 
tors of India’s economic develop- 
ment now hold that birth control 
is a necessary adjunct to the goals 
the nation considers imperative. 
Birth control education is gain- 
ing momentum in India. Since 1956 
the number of family-planning clin- 
ics has grown from 147 to 1128 
and the sale of contraceptives has 
multiplied six times. Contraceptives 
are given free at the clinics to those 
with incomes of less than $21. 
monthly and at half price to those 
making $21. to $40. monthly. Most 


Dogma 


of the contraceptives used are the 
orthodox types, but an_ intensive 
government effort is being made to 
develop an oral contraceptive. 

it is known that Red China has a 
well-advanced plan of birth con- 
trol, although the promotion of the 
plan has fluctuated with changing 
policies in top party circles. West- 
ern observers in China are con- 
vinced however that as soon as the 
economic benefits from population 
control become evident in India, 
Red China will expand her own 
planned parenthood program. 

Japan has already established an 
advanced program. The nations of 
Africa, little influenced by Roman 
Catholic theology, will be quick to 
see and seize the advantages which 
population control offers in building 
economic stability. Since most peo- 
ple in Western Europe, Catholics 
as well as non-Catholics, ignore the 
Vatican’s views on birth control, 
this will leave only Latin America 
without a serious population-con- 
trol trend. But the controversy will 
gain importance as the population 
growth there outruns economic de- 
velopment. In Brazil, Uruguay, Ar- 
gentina and other areas, conditions 
of over-population in terms of eco- 
nomic development, unemployment 
and food supply are already acute. 
(N. Y. Herald Trib., Nov. 30; Chris- 
tian Science Monitor, Dec. 10.) 


(continued) 


Italian Communists 


The italian Communist party, by 
its Own admission, has lost 12 per 
cent of its members in the three 
years since the Soviet-Hungarian 
revolt. Even so, there remain near- 
ly two million card-holding Com- 
munist party members in Italy; the 
actual membership figure is 1,780,- 
338. Thus the Italian Reds con- 
tinue to be the largest Communist 
organization outside the Soviet bloc. 
During major national elections, the 
party is able to pull from 10 to 11 
million votes —or 38 per cent of 
the total — because of the poverty 
and discontent in Italian life. 


Next to the Communists (and 
often in political alliance with 
them) is the Socialist Party which 
makes no apology for following 
the Marxist philosophy as the basis 
of its political principles. The So- 
cialists are able to add two or three 
million more votes to the Italian 
electorate, and in several Italian na- 
tional elections since World War II 
the combined Communist-Socialist 
vote has totaled over 11 million. 
Therefore, these combined leftwing 
forces are able to force Italian poli- 
tics onto a narrow ledge of political 
action with the whole country com- 
ing close to a Communist adminis- 
tration. The Christian Democratic 
party, backed by the Vatican, has 


been barely able to hold a sufficient 
(continued first col.,. NEXT page) 


Italian Communists (cont.) 


majority to control the Parliament 
and to prevent the Communist-So- 
cialist coalition from controlling the 
nation. 

Large U. S. aid expenditures 
have, during the past decade, en- 
abled Italy to stabilize a war-shat- 
economy which otherwise 
would have collapsed into a Com- 
munist victory. With well over one- 
third of the Italian population, near- 
ly all of whom are Roman Catho- 
lic, voting Communist, what would 
have happened if American aid had 
not been available? 


tered 


Courage of Conviction 


Opposition to further atomic 
bomb tests has now been organized 
in influential circles of the enter- 
tuinment industry. Previously the 
organizations campaigning to stop 
the tests have been mostly the tra- 
ditional peace groups and religious 
organizations. But recently promi- 
nent Hollywood and TV figures, led 
by Steve Allen and his wife Jayne 
Meadows, held a gala dinner in 
Hollywood to launch a movement 
in the movie capital that would sup- 
port the test ban programs being 
promoted elsewhere in the country. 
Over 200 prominent guests attended, 
such as David Niven, Keenan Wynn, 
Inger Stevens, Rod Sterling and 
many others. Several noted atomic 


Courage (continued) 


scientists attended and the program 
included a recording which had been 
prepared especially for the occasion 
by Lord Bertrand Russell, British 
mathematician, scientist, philoso- 
pher. 

This is the first effort of Holly- 
wood celebrities to re-enter the po- 
litical or public policy arena since 
the “black list’ days. During the 
era of Sen. McCarthy’s anti-Com- 
munist fanaticism, any Hollywood 
writers and actors who had ever had 
any association with left-wing or- 
ganizations, deliberately or unwit- 
tingly, were “black-listed.” Most of 
these left-wing organizations and 
pro-Communist groups had been or- 
ganized during the days when Rus- 
sia was a fighting ally of the U. S. 
When the war was over and the 
McCarthy days set in, fanatics and 
crackpots made a profession of 
tracing all records of prominent 
people, often commercializing this 
information and publishing “black 
lists.” The atmosphere of fear which 
attached itself to political activity 
in Hollywood lasted until recently. 

The groups headed by the TV 
star Steve Allen have been promot- 
ing the sale and reading of Dr. AIl- 
bert Schweitzer’s book, Peace or 
Atomic War, and asking for con- 
tributions of money and time to 
further a program of understanding 
about the meaning of atomic war. 


Medical Research In Reverse 


“According to a new limited-circulation Army publication (U. S. 


Army Capability in the Space Age), the Chemical Corps has pioneered in 
the mass rearing of insects for biological warfare. Research centers for 
biological warfare are located at Dugway Proving Ground. 80 miles south- 
west of Salt Lake City, and at Fort Detrick, in Barbara Frietchie’s home 
town of Frederick, Maryland. 

“I was told that infected insects are kept constantly available at the 
Fort Detrick installations. The inventory includes mosquitoes infected with 
yellow fever, malaria and dengue; fleas infected with plague; ticks with 


(continued) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


editor reported from Russia last summer that the devotion to jazz and 
modern music among Soviet youth represents a most important phase of 
the anti-party youth resistance movement. At that time, with a little cau- 
tion, one could observe these large groups in their dance pavillions and 
cafes, some in open public places, some semi-secret.) 

THIS ANTI-PARTY BLACK MARKET necessitated under- 
ground cooperation on a grand scale to supply the recording studios that 
produced the discs with the hospital X-Ray films bearing pictures of brok- 
en ribs, shoulder blades and pelvic regions, upon which the youths made 
their recordings. 

The thin seven-inch discs were designed for play on one side at 78 r.p.m. With careful 
use they could be made to last for many months. These sold for 15 and 20 rubles each (about 


$1.50). The original recordings were purchased from tourists and from taped recordings of 
foreign short-wave programs. A large mail order service was conducted by the distributors. 


IN EAST GERMANY: As evidence of the widespread recent 
“counter revolution in jazz” in East Germany, Reuters News Service re- 
ported that 15 enthusiastic Elvis Presley fans were sent to prison for several 
years for being the ring leaders in a parade of youngsters who marched 
through the streets of Leipzig shouting derogatory slogans against the Com- 
munist party and singing songs made popular by the American crooner. The 
students had been enraged when the police had previously broken up an 
impromptu jazz band concert and dance. The Reuters dispatch stated that 
the youths got sentences ranging from one to five years in prison, revealing 
how seriously Communist leaders regard the youthful “jazz resistance.” 

THE HUNGARIAN REVOLT OF 1956 was led by brigades of 
Hungarian students upon whom the party had lavished its attention and re- 
sources to assure that their youth would be indoctrinated by Marxist prin- 
ciples. It is well known that, as large numbers of these young people were 
seized, the older ones were promptly shot while the teenagers were held in 
prison until, becoming of age, they could be legally executed — events that 
have only lately been reported. The party obviously intends for such terror 
methods to force obedience through fear upon parents and youth alike. 
But what is the history of such oppression? It is that such cruelty, while 
stifling resistance for the time being, in the end can only increase the 
hatred for party rule and strengthen the spirit of resistance. Then when a 
break comes in the party rule, as happened after the death of Stalin, the 
party will be forced to soften its controls and extreme policies — to prevent 
an explosion. 

VETERAN AMERICAN OBSERVERS do not expect that failure 
in food production, even though accompanied by persistent peasant re- 
sistance, or that student discontent and resistance, will bring an explosive 
counter revolution. For a few men in tanks, armed with machine guns, can 
hold at bay indefinitely such rebellious forces. But the lust for power, and 
the fear, jealousy and hatreds among the factions in the party leadership 
itself have already so weakened Kremlin rule that no one can hold the 
reigns of power without wide popular support. Each of Stalin’s successors 
have been compelled to bid for such support. Thus it is a safe estimate that 
party leadership will continue to seek popular support and the party policy 
continue to be modified by pressure from within. This constant modifying 
and liberalization of the Communist dictatorship is actually more to be de- 
sired than an open violent rebellion, for any violent eruption might quickly 


tularemia, relapsing fever and Col- 
orado fever; houseflies with cholera, 
anthrax and dysentery. The facilities 
at Fort Detrick include laboratories 
for mass breeding of pathogenic 
micro-organisms and greenhouses 
for investigating crop pathogens and 
various chemicals that harm or de- 
stroy plants. Studies are in progress 
on the most effective means of 
spreading plant diseases that attack 
wheat, barley, oats, rye, rice, and 
cotton. 

“In addition to the use of insects 
as disease carriers, methods of 
spreading various bacilli, viruses, 
and toxins in the form of aerosols 


have been successfully developed. 
Last year a Fort Detrick physician, 
Dr. LeRoy D. Fothergill, reported 
at the American Medical Assn.: 
“‘T should like to say at this 
point that many of these aero-bio- 
logical instruments and techniques 
have been developed to a remark- 
able state of technical perfection.’ ” 
— Walter Schneir, “The Campaign 
to Make Chemical Warfare Respect- 
able.” in The Reporter, Oct. 1, °59. 


Relays of concerned citizens maintain a con- 
stant vigil at the gates of Fort Detrick, walking 
with posters in protest at the engagement of 
the U. S. in germ warfare research. Those in- 
terested in joining this effort can get informa- 
tion by writing to Peace Vigil, 324 West Pat- 
rick St., Frederick, Md. 


GENERAL ARGUES FOR U. S. RIGHT TO STRIKE FIRST BLOW: 

= we must reject once and for all the position stated by 
President Roosevelt that an enemy can have the first chemical or biological 
blow wherever and whenever he wishes. That blow could be disastrous. We 
must make it clear that we consider these weapons among the normal, 
usable weapons of war.” (Brig. Gen. J. H. Rothschild. “Germs and Gas: 
the Weapons Nobody Dares Talk About” — Harper’s. June. 1959). 

In cur next issue we will publish the report and protest of the 26 noted scientists who 


met recently in Pugwash, Nova Scotia, to discuss the threat of chemical and bacteriological weap- 
ons. This conference was attended by foremost specialists from all parts of the world. 


lead to civil war, which in turn could also touch off international war. 
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Trade Between the U, S. 


A breakthrough in the U. S.-Sov- 
iet cold-war trade freeze came with 
the announcement that a group of 
40 American companies have con- 
tracted to build a $30 million textile 
plant near Moscow. The American 
textile firms, organized as Intertex 
International, will start building the 
huge plant immediately. The Amer- 
ican bid was accepted although a 
British group had offered to do the 
job 20 to 30 per cent cheaper, in- 
dicating the Soviet wish for closer 
economic cooperation with the U. S. 
This is the first such deal since the 
1930°s when thousands of American 
engineers worked on Soviet con- 
struction projects. 

Advertisements and announce- 
ments have appeared in American 
trade and auto journals announcing 


and Iron Curtain Areas 


the import of autos made in Com- 
munist countries. The entrance into 
the U. S. market of Russia’s Mosko- 
vich has been widely publicized. Less 
known is a car from the Skoda 
works in Czechoslovakia. Agencies 
for the sale and servicing of the 
Moskovich and Skoda automobiles 
are being set up throughout the 
country. 

Skoda has won fame as one of 
the world’s most efficient factories 
in the production of precision ma- 
chinery and tools. The Skoda com- 
pact car is one of the best. in the 
opinion of many American engi- 
neers. The Skoda engine delivered 
40.83 miles per gallon through two 
hours of congested street driving 
tests in Los Angeles. Both cars have 
won honors in European displays. 





